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LETTER I. 
a. 10 THE INDEPENDENT ELECTORS 
ial OF THE 
fall bag TY AND LIBERTIES OF WESTMINSTER. 
ae: 5! Austle, Cornwall, Aug, 22, 1808. 
the ege GENTLEMEN, © ,; 
Ad os Ir is now sometime since | 
a the honour of Addressing a letter to 
tet u, Indeed, having completely extricated 
leds ourselves from the trammels of the regu- 
afd drilled opposition, as well as from those 
| ministry of the day; having, by 
bought clions as well as by words, clearly proved 
brasil hat you are no longer to be made the dupes 
tia’ bf any set of trading politicians, there re- 
d alee biined no longer any occasion for me to 
ove et rouble you with my advice. It is not, 
aken, 4 heretore, with a’view to convey to you 
le park ‘ther advice or instruction that -I now ad- 
eders @ dress you. My object is to communicate to 
to Dan he nation at latee facets, which I have re- 
rps, an peatly collected, which, in time, may, if 
but the eeply unprinted upon the minds of men, 
strani, ccome of great public utility, and I choose, 
vis stuc vehicle, an address to you; first, be- 
LE se I am always anxious to show you 
oft harks of my respect, and, secondly, be- 
yeni, De ause, a3 it will evidently appear from the 
my bad 4 cl, the conduct of the persons, of whom 
treatig ‘haul wave to speak, is of that sort which 
> ite °t, adeve all other men in the kingdom, 
Colont ve atight to canvass and to judge of. 
en ue subject is that, in which, more than in 
1s Op a other, you haye, of late years, shown 
it Salil “at you took an interest; namely, the 
lawo means that are used for returning Members 
Sawoldk Sng Commons House of Parliament ; but, 
vith 5 “eN you observe what part of the king- 
pake en itis, whence T addyess you, you will 
in , p anticipate any very striking instances of 
pugs! s¢ salutary effects, which many persons 


ere sano 

Peds cm, enough to expect from the 

. au . CxXampie, given by you, of purity 
“lection, ; 
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couul df 
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ysge a the 1gth and the 20th of this month, 


inital tre Oo T'r 
i When two Trials, at the assizes, held 
Fie he v8 in this county, and, it is the 
army. » brought to light upon these trials, 
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33 . ; . 
“ “t am about to communicate, having 
Covet Particular pains correctly to collect 
-Mall. "As for yourselves, you appear to 





| have imbibed a thorough conviction, that, 
until the constitution be again acted upon, 
in substance as wellas in form, with respect 
to the electing of members to serve in parlia- 
ment, there will be, and can be, no really 
useful reform, of any kind, take place; 
that all the talk and all the attempts, relat- 
ing to abuses, willin future, as they hither- 
to have, produce no other ultimate effect, 
than that of causing new burthens to be 
laid upon the people ; that it is foolish to 
hope for any of the political changes, which 
all good men would wish to see take place, 


until measures be adopted to give good men 








eee 





a chance of having a voice in the returning of 
those, who have the power to promote or to 
prevent such changes; that, in short, while 
the source is foul, while that is poisoned by 
corruption, it must be folly in the extreme, 
or the basést hypocrisy, to believe, or affect 
to belfeve, that the stream can be pure. Witli 
‘espect to the fouiness of the source, gene- 
rally speaking, there are few persons who 
have any doubt; and, except the Edin- 
burgh Reviewers and _ their disciples, ine 
cluding your old friends, the Whig reformers, 
there areno persons, not interested in the 
trade of votes, who do not Jament the exe 
istence of the evil. All men have a general 
notion of the vile traffic that is carried on 
in Boroughs; but, notions received from 
general descriptions bave not upen the mind 
the same effect as those which are received 
from a detail of facts, especially when that 
detail is of undoubted authenticity.. For 
this reason it was that I attended personally 

the two trials above spoken of, took down 

the evidence with great care, and strictly 

watched the whole course of the proceeds 

ings ; and, in now communicating to you, 

and to the public through you, what tran- 

spired and what took place upon this occa- 

sion, I am not without hopes, that some- 

thing may be done towards the preducinig 

of that deep and general abborrence of 

these corrupt practices, W hich must preeede 

the adopting of measures for their destruc- 

tion, 

In both-of the cases, to which the trials 
related, Sin Curisrorpark Hawkins, Ba- 
ronet, was the principal party accused, Thre 
first was a prosecution of him aad efghteen 
others (amongst whom was a clergy mays) 
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by order of the House of Commons, for a 
conspiracy to corruptthe voters of the Borough 
of Perrys, in this county. The charge 
was in substance this: that, in the year 1805, 
there wasa committee formed in the bo- 
rough ; that this committee was composed 
of all the accused parties, Sir Christoplier 
Mawkins excepted ; that these parties, about 
the month of November, 1805, drew up a 
piper, which was to be, and which after- 
wards was, presented to Sir Christopher 
Hawkins ; that, in this paper, it was stat- 
ed, in the form of stipulations, that, in re- 
turn for the patronage of the Borough, to 
be given unto him, Sir Christopher Haw- 
kins should, amongst other things to be by 
him done, pay annually to the two overseers 
of the poor ten guineas each, and that, be- 
sides this, he should pay to certain other 
persons twenty-four guineas each, and to 
others one pound each ; that this paper was, 
by certain persons of the committee at Pen- 
ryn, taken, the day after it was drawn up, 
to the seat of Sir Christopher Hawkins, a 
place called Trewirnen ; and that there 
Sir Christopher agreed to all the condi- 
tions contained in the paper aforemention- 
ed, Before we proceed to the evidence, 
given in support of this charge, it is 
necessary to observe, that, at the elec- 
tion which took place in the summer 
of 1806, that is to say, the Whig gene- 
ral election, which produced the short 
parliament, Sir Christopher and Mr. Swann, 
who is by some called the élack Swann, 
fom his dress, I suppose, and by others 
more emphatically called, lawyer Swann, 
were candidates on one side, and that Messrs. 
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Wingtielé and Trevanion were candidates | 


on the other; that the two former were re- 
turned; and, that the two latter were final- 
ly seated, it having been proved to the satis- 
faction of the committee who tried the me- 
rits of the petition presented by them, that 
the former had been returned in conse- 
quence of the bribery and corruption, stated 
ia the charge, in order to punish which bri- 
bery and corruption the House of Commons, 
in pursuance of the report of the committee, 
jsstied their order to the Attorney General. 
——The Attorney General was, in this pro- 
secution, represented by Mr. Serjeant Lens, 
aided by Messrs. Jeykert, Borovucn, and 
Damrier, while, on the side of the de- 

endants, appeared Mr. Garrow, as the 
Jeader, aided by Mr. Serjeant Pert and Mr. 
East. 

It was my intention not to note down 
any thing at all that should be said by the 
pleaders om either side ; but, to confine my- 
peli solty tw the facts which should be given 
















in evidence. From this intention, bowers 
I was induced to depart by the doctrine |, 
down by Mr. Serjeant Lens, the r hovial 
tative, upon this occasion, of the kins 


Aitorney General, and the executor of ». 
commands of the House of Commo 
This gentleman, after some common-y!i, 
observations upon the excellence of thy 
constitution, ** under which we have tly 
‘* happiness to live, and which has insure 
** to us that freedom which has made us j\y 
** envy of the world; ” after a good dea) gf 
this, of which you have heard so much frog 
the lips of the Pitts, the Dundases, thy 
Roses, the Longs, the Steeles, and, indeed 
from every creature which has derived iy 
subsistence from the taxes; after a quantity 
more than sufficient of this general, Joos, 
and totally indefinite common-place, Mr. 
Lens came to something more tangible ; ani 
he said almost in the very words, in which] 
shall give it to you, that ‘‘ it was not the ob 
** ject of the prosecution to check the am 
bition of obtaining parliamentary interes, 
of securing a seat for oneself, or of being 
in a situation to point out others toi 
** seats in parliament; that he would net 
‘* inquire whether voting by the peop 
was, or was not, the best source, whence 
“to derive the right of sitting in parle 
‘ment, that could be devised; that be ake 
would not say, that, if the nominatia ca 
‘* had always rested solely with Sir Chrisie he 
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“ pher Hawkins, he might not always have onl 
selected persons the most proper, 2 be 
that, assuredly, there was nothing to ob “ 
ject to in the gentleman (/awyer Swant) ‘me 
‘“ who had been selected upon this occ %- 
‘* sion ; that he reprobated those idle theo * 
** ries, which supposed no previous connet: bn b 
“ tion or understanding between the cane: ves 
“ date and the electors; that if it show a 
‘* appear, that, by patronage, nothing m0" 1g. 
‘‘ was meant, in this case, than promis et 
** of serving the electors, or any pat © mmi 
“ them, or of pointing out other gente can 
‘© men who would be able.to serve them = 
* recommendations, or other acts of ben the 
‘* volence, he should then say, that dh; 
‘ patronage was not only blameless, but doe 
‘* laudable; that le wished to awaken" vers 
“* the minds of the jury no dormant notiou 

‘* about abstract principles, but to contin’ rep 
‘* their view to the practice of the const'™ ber v 
** tion.” Upon this doctrine, Gent Vine 
men, it is quite unnecessary for me to” wki 
ment, at any length, in a letter to you, a, 

have given to the nation a convincing prom day 
that nothing can be easier, when men ue pas 
the virtue to do what the constitution peer nmi 
cribes, than te make the practice of it eo” 8, | 
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conformable to its principles, ‘The advo- 


y . . arly : : -«jt "oO 
ates op the side of the alledged conspirators 


ie | not to signify their satisfaction at Mr. 
yys'3 doctrine, and well they, might be sa- 
ied with it; for it was manifest enough, 
3 at their clients were charged with 
ag what was, in substance, practised, in 
wy imstances, at every general election ; 
f ‘vou may remember, tbat, at the time 
hen the House of Commons ordered the 
roseculion, I took the liberty to ask, how 
i ippened, that the advertisements, which 
‘ly. a ypeared in the news-papers for the 
vehase and sale of seats, were suflered to 
bs, not only unpunished, but unnoticed, 
- the House, though, at that time, your 
li friends, the Whig-reformers, were in 


at wh 


pwer. 
The first witness that was called was Ben- 


uuixn Moon, and his evidence was as fol- 


He states, that Penryn is a scot and 
t borough, the whole number of voters 
ing about two hundred ; that he was a re- 
ent there in 1805; that, in 1805, aclub 
committee was formed, as he believes, 


it, it isso long ago, that he has*but avery | 


bulused recollection of the matter; that | 

can scarcely ¢all it 4 conimittee; that | 
me neighbours met to spend their six-pen- 
es and to chat a bit in an evening; that he 
inks, though the thing has almost fled 
m hismind, that they did talk something 
ut Sir Christopher Hawkins; that he can 
ircely remember what that something 
s; that he has a faint recollection that, at 
le time, there was a sort of talk about se- 
ung a patron for the Borough, and he is 
te he thought there was no harm in it; 
it Lord De Dunstanville had been the pa- 
bn before, and had declined being so any 
ger; that he (Moon) was a member of 
committee, which consisted of about 16 
13, of which Mr, Dillon, a clergyman, 
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inittee; believes that he and the rest re- 
quested Sir Christopher to become the pa- 
tron of the Borough, in which he could 
perceive no harm; thinks that a paper was 
prodaced to Sir Christopher, but cannot, 
; if put to the rack, recollect what was said 
when the paper was produced ; to the best 
of his recollection Sir Christopher took up 
the paper; thinks it was taken into another 
room by Sir Christopher; Mr. Cutrcor 
(Sir Christopher's steward, or agent) went 
into the other room; has some notion that 
Chilcot, when he returned, brought another 
paper with him ; something was said about 
Sir Christopher's becoming the patron of the 
Borough ; saw no signature to the paper 
breught by Chilcot; is all in a maze, and 
scarcely knows what he says; thinks the 
other paper was sigued by some one; thinks 
it might be signed by the parties who went 
from Penryn; does not know that it was 














‘one; that there was a meeting of the 
mmittee about November, 1805; that 
cannot say what day exactly, it being | 
iotlikeadream to him; that the object | 
the meeting this day was to sit down, 
d have a little chat, as usual; that | 
Coes not remember any very particular, 
Yersation that passed that evening; re- 
lects that certain persons (whom he names) 
e present ; recollects that something or 
et Was said as to what was to be done the 
uing day, and about going to Sir. C, 
*kins's house, but it is in his mind like a 
ow; that be went the ensuing day, or 
day after that, to Sir C. Hawkins’s, ac- 
‘panied by some of the members of the 
"mittee, and found Mr. Dillon already 
* (ogether with twe others of the Com- 


| 


signed by Sir Christopher; believes Sir 
Christopher read the paper; does not know 
that all present heard it read. ‘‘ What did 
** you hear read from the paper?" “* I can 
‘* recollect scarcely any thing of it. I am 
‘© sure ] meant no harm in the wold. I€ 
“‘ was something that Sir Christopher 
** agreed to be patron of the Borough, or 
something like that.” 

Here he appeaied to the Judge, whether 
he was bound to answer questions fending to 
criminate himself; and the Judge having told 
him that he wasnot, Mr, Serjeant Lens pro- 
duced a pardon, under the Great Seal, for 
al! the crimes he (Moon) might have com- 
mitted in the transactions in question. A 
dispute between the counsel, as to the ex- 
tent of the effects of this pardon having 
been dismissed by the Judge, the examina- 
tion of Moon proceeded as follows. 

‘¢ What were the contents of this paper ? 
= They related to the patronage of the bo. 
‘* rough. What else? Something about 
“ an agreement to take us up as patron of 
“ the borough. What was that something 
‘« about? Why, Lthink, it was to agree 
*© {to pay the usual sum, What was that 
«* usual sum? I believe it was twenty-four 
* guineas. When Sir Christopher read the 
‘* paper was it mentioned twenty-four 
‘* guineas, OF the usual sum? # think, 


«* twenty-four guineas. Had you ever 
« heard this paper read befure? I think I 
‘© heard it read at the meeting before.’ He 


staid at Sir Christopher's about four hours, 
dined there, and returned with others to 
Penryn inthe evening; never saw the paper 
since; thinks be saw it last on the table of 
Sir Christopher; does not know who pug 
it away; that was after 1¢ wap sigued. 
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“ What became of Cniicot's paper’ 4 inks 
« Mr, Spowa had it.” Afier Sir Chirristo- 
phe: mid reac the paper, he said ne Naa NO 
objection to it, or S»metaing similar; was 
at ioe first meeting o the Committee atter- 
wird.; does not recuilect all ot those who 
) ae 

might be present; says otona, Dillon, and 
eome others were; it was, af this meeting, 
‘ ‘] I ” « = 

resolved to vote for Sir Christopher; does 
not remember any thiag else that was dove ; 
does not know hethber the names of hoe 
and Henwood were mentioned; cannot 


s uk positively; Roe he kaows to be a 
firmer, and he knows Henwood ; this was 
he first meehng of the committee subse- 
quent to the vistt to Trewithen ; recollects 
hy i! vas resoived to vote tor Sir Christo- 
for the sake of peace ; ‘cannot recol- 

1y thing else; cannot say what did 

ins, but something must have passed re- 


to the subject of the meeting at Sir 

he’s; never recoilcets seeing Rog 
ms; does not recollect 
thing very particular that was said at 


- 

na 

— 
“ 


Ph An = vT 2s = 


ly belicves tuat some hing was 
s what Roe was to co, ‘ Ienat was 
‘ he to do?” He was to go round and 


‘ le, to the inhabitants, to 
his friends, to all the party, to toe voters, 
« What was he to say to them?” Does 
pot recollect. -* What was he to do?” 

he was to 
“ mive them something to drink health,” 
“« [Phose health 2" ** I believe, the peace 
of gh.’ It might be said Sir 
C! Tistopa rs hea th; believes it was $0. 
“* What was the sum he was to give?” 
Bas some notion that it was twenty shil- 
lings; beheves that this was to cach voter 
that woull accept of it; never beard Hen- 
wood’s name mentioned in the Committee ; 
has seen Roe and Henwood several times go 


’ a t* . lian : , 
“" Lo the be ya ol Thy recouecal: ; 


id 


about the streeis together since the meeting ; 
has scen them go into the houses of the vo- 
ters ; was an overseer of the poor in 1805 
and 1800; received ten guineas each year, 
as overseer, through the hands of Croggen ; 
was a voter when overseer; at Sir C, Haw- 
kius’s it was agreed that ten guineas a year 
should be paid to each overseer by Sir Chris- 
topher; it used to be paid by the patron ; 
Sir Christopher said he was satisfied to do it, 
as it had been done before; Mr. Dillon paid 
the money to Mr. Croggen, he being a mae 
gistrate; saw Sir Christopher go about the 
Borough, but not, as we knows, to canvass 
any one. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Garrow.—Had 
no icea that the money was for purposes of 
bribery; the sums given were not, by him, 


Fegarded as having the least connection, | 
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with election purposes; did not think 
first, thet there would be any Oppos y 
voted for Sir Christopher and “td n 
came a witness in support of the petition reel 
Wingfield and Trevanion; had ever recnav 
ed my Lord De Dunstanville, who wa. 
inost worthy nobleman ; hever heard 0] the 
pardon, till it came into conrt. 
Examined by the Judge.—‘* Now, Mop, 
answer me; and recollect, that, as]; ; 
you befere, when you know a thing, a9) 
say that you think it, or believe it, ym 
swear falsely.—w» What was said, at §; 
Christopher's, about giving the | 
sum, and to-whom? I don't recollec Riu 
‘Lo what description of persons? The \. era 
ters. Was it twenty-four guineas exch, p an 
and did Sir Chistopher agree to give thy hrist 


hoes 
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“ sum? He said he had no obvectig ihe Cc 


What persons were then in the room! Bw ¢ 
Strona the elder, Dinion (he adds other phe 
** names). Was it said how often twenty Bown 
** four guineas were to be given? No. Ws ) sis 

it said when? Time not specified. fir ! 
what was twenty-four guineas the nsul 10 
sum? Cannot tell, my lord, am sur | Bis s 
never meant any harm; I did not know as fa 
that there was any thing wrong io i ie © 
Was that sum ever given but after a pad i 
election? | do not know thatit was. Di eo 
you ever see twenty-four guineas givens Iu Ol 
any tines No, my lord.”’——Twenly 
four guineas was mentioned in_ present z 
of the defendsits; they, at their previo Ma 
meeting, agreed that that sum should & vii 
proposed to Sir Christopher; at the sam wg 
time it was agreed to propose to him tos" re 
twenty guineas a year to the two oversctls 
who were both voters; it was understors 
at the meetivg, that the sums of twenl 
four guineas were to be given to voters, na 
to every voter, but to each of some of (he 
only; it was intended for the friends 0 
voted, if they chose to take it; wha 
heard read from the paper, by Sir Christe 
pher, agreed with these previous arraic® 
ments; to the best of his knowledge ™ 
heard Sir Christopher read about giving oye 
usual sum; has no doubt of it; not q!"* Prat 
so sure, that he heard him read about 
len guineas to each of the overseers. ; 

Messrs. Enwarps and Warren, two” 
torneys of this county, were called top 
the service of notices and the Speakers ¥” 
rant upon Sir Christopher Hawkins, ® 
the other defendants, to produce the pas 
described by Moon; and, it appeared, ' 
the evidence of Mr. Warren, that. when 
served the Speaker’s warrant upon one 
that latter told him, that the paper (*"" 
Was fully described in the warrant) bed 


cé 


ce 
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OST Tan oved long since; anu, inat, as to the 
un: het ‘pa er, namely, the other part of the 
‘i _ -eenent, he kuew nothing about where 
TeSpecr, ut ’ 

10 J. W. Cuitcor (the steward or agent of 


r Christopher Hawkins) w as the next wit- 


>< s examined, < od huis Mmecis sOTY appeare d 






Mon ‘ She quite as good, tO say the least i it, as 
as | ) oun's Was bad. No faltering; no hesite- 
ing, and yy; bis answers Were ali off-Dand; ana, 
il, a Mir. Garrow exultingly described him, he 
I, at § red to be a Witness intended DJ nature 
1e usy fori a contrast in point of memory, 
‘ecoller th Beatamin Moon.-——He saw the pa- 
The vw. 4 at Trewithe iby he Pr sad it; copied it, 
“15 ¢ » another room, by the direction of Si 
rive that bristopher ; brought b ick the original and 
Dec be copy and laid both upon the table ; 
+ room Bw one paper in the hands of Sir Chris- 
Ids other pher, and the other in the hands of the 
twenty pnmittee; saw signatures to one paper ; 
vo. Wa ) siguatuics to the original when he co- 
il Por Bed it: saw the party frem Peuryn all 
he sud i one paper ; never saw either of the pa- 
sure | rs since that day; cannot.tell which paper 
ot te taken away; last saw one paper vs ih 
g io it Christopher and one with Stona; he 
after aa bal ihe paper aloud to both pariies hee 
as. Did sc pied ns Stona, the Rev. Robert Dillon, 
oivena pi others were present; read it for the pur- 


sc for them all to hear; Sir Christop her 
h's pen through some parts of the paper, 
copied it, 


Twenty 
prese ne 


previods Dd hen desired him to copy it; 


vould bv iving out the erased parts; the paper con- 
he sang Pai four to six propositions, but not 
n to cit bore than six; and, at the head, fated 
verseets, ; onent was fo reslore peace and tran- 


toy t¢ f 


e borough vof Penryn; one of the 
twentt Poposivons was, that the pat ronage of the 
fers, ne rough should be offered to Sir Chr istopher 
another, that Sir Chr: wer 
it the next election, have the powe 


, = 
Jor 
ie! sO, 


of then PIV ATS 5 


nds who 


what 0 himing a member to serve in Parliament 
Christe the borough; another, that, when there 
arrange ua be a second vaeancy, the party op- 
edge Dt ie to the corporation, should name 
wing 0 member; another, that they should sup- 
ot quilt tt Sir Christopher with their votes and 
yout a mg ; there was another, but is notcertain 
er that wesin the paper at Jast, or not, 

two a ‘this related to the supply of news-papers 

D1 


0 pr ¥e, 


ag 1© corporation, aS USu al ; did hear a con- 
ors wal® 


“on about the ten guineas a year to each 
ns, 2 th le Overseers ; heard: of no other money 





e pops ts “U0ns ; about December 1800 was 
od, tree rected by Sir Christopher to pay expences 
when ™ 'redattheelection’; paida bundred po. nds 


STos™ 
(whic 
ad bees 


: r. J. Stona, in ten notes of ten pounds 

5 sent the money by William Williams; 
Mona’s rec, apt. 

‘Ror was called. This'man had, by Moon, 

““D described as a Jarmer, and ‘I wish, 
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‘Hawkins said, when it wa 
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with all my sow, that my abilities were 
equal io ie task c f giving you, Gentlemen, 
an adequate escripjion ofthis Cornish far- 


{ 
mer, Heappeared to be between fifty and 


sixty yeurs of age; his stature w rather 
athiette; his shoniders were somewhat 
rounced by age and Inbour; his hair was 
coal black, intermixed with white; his come 
pexion dark andiuddy ; bis lips were drawn 
laWaTGSs lu 7 -CUMIpICTe MMS at the red, 
which extended the latitude of bis cheeks, 


\ 
already more than sufliciently wide; bis 


eves, which were Dp ercingly sharp, were to 


ce - - | 7s > 
ived OMY ID padhces CAPOULD Dis long 


be pere 
and overhanging eye-bi 
mounted, w ith slow and 
the witness box, he turned 
side ta side, with a look as wary 
xious asif he had thought, that, frou « very 
point of the hall, a pistol was aimed at his 
head. Good God, what a lock! This 
man, this Cornish farmer, being asked what 
he had todo with Strona, in April, 1806, 
hesitation, that they 


OWS 5 wod, a Le 
cantious st Y, into 
his head trom 


ad. a8 alle 


answered, afiler some 
had some money matters to chat about, 
“ What was tally nature of those money- 
** matters 2?” ** I do not think it safe 

** myself to answer that ' ‘The 
Judge then said. ‘* Roe, itis my duty to in- 
‘form you, that you are not bound to an- 
‘‘ swer any question, if such answer shall 
** tend to criminate yourself.” ‘Lhank 
‘ you, my lord ! th: ink you, my Jord! very 
“ much obliged to vou, my lerd!” And 
thus, in repeating h's expressions of self-con- 
viciing gratulation, be left the box and sunk 
from our sight, leaving me, fora moment, 
under the horrid idea, that I had, in coms 
ing over some of these western hills, in the 
been taken up by the wind and con- 
the Atlantic; where there are, 
s,awhbole nationof Roes 

J. W. ¢ of excellent memory, 
was caliedagain atler(he descent of Roe, and 
questioned by the Jupce. Does not ree 
t was contained in the parts, 
; Sir Christopher 
. proposed fo ine 
sert the condition relative to the ten guineas 
annual allowance to the averseers, “* no, 
no; we hed tetier not insert that There 
was a conversation about ten guineas to the 
not a recollection of what 
was finally setuied upon this head ; does not 
know, that any thu gy was said about pay- 
ing voters; the paper contained nothing 
about pay ing the ove rse crs. 

Here, the evidernce be ing closed, Mer. 
Garrow made a long speech, which, as far 
as it related to the case, contained nothing, 
which. if viven verbatim, could be at all 
jnteresting to you, agit cousisied principa:ly 


, 
quest ion, 


” 


night, 
veyed! across 
withsome exceptio 
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overseers ; has 


=e ave Cen 


it 
a 
: ; 
> 
, 
; 


——ap 
SS en 


“a 


" 
= - 
7 
. ; 
if 
7 ; 
Ms ‘ 
: v 
w. ) 3 
¢ 4 

















“ “ 7 
in ntl teres areca ~ 


OS ae ae .-- 
ee , vase 
o ier ey 

at io 


Bie cena iain ss 








$31] 


ef an exposure of the prevarications and self- 
contradictions of Moon, which were too 
palpable to escape the observation of any 
man. But, this gentleman, in the out-set 
of his speech, took occasion to deprecate this 
mode of putting men apon their trial, that 
isto say, in virtue of an order of ihe House 
of Commons. He very concisely and very 


ably described the several ofher modes of | 


putting men on their trial ; that by bill of 
indictment; that by information ‘issuing 
upon rule from the court of king's bench ; 
that of information ex-officio by the attorney 
general ; of all which he highly approved ; 
nay, he said, that if, upon this occasion 
either the attorney general or the learned 
serjeant who represented him here, had been 
left to exercise ¢heir wisdom upon the mat- 
ter, he should not have objected to it ;‘‘but,” 
said he, turning up his nose, “ under what 
‘* sanction does this charge, levelled against 
‘‘ the fame of nineteen honourable men, 
‘‘ come before you, gentlemen? Why, 
verily,” tossing ont the back of his hand, 
“* that of an order of the House of Com- 
“© mons!” Serjeant Lens, considering the 
up-hill cause, which he had now to sustain, 
and especially with the defence which he 
had to make of the source of the prosecu- 
tion, acquitted himself with great ability. 
But the serjeant, who, notwithstanding his 
constitutional doctrine, appears to be a 
man of great merit, and by no means 
impudent, could net help feeling the 
cruelty of his opponent, in thrawing upon 
lis shoulders a defence of his clients, the 
House of Commons. He appeared to feel 





the whole weight of it; and, as he did not | 


venture to seek revenge, by hinting that Mr, 
Giurrew's contempt of the Honourable 
House, might, perhaps, be justifiable upon 
principles of reciprocity, evidently laboured, 
to the end of his speech, under the great 
disadvantage of following a triumphant ad- 
versary. The Honourable House had, at 
this trial, the singular misfortune, to have a 
doubt raised, respecting its understanding, 
by the means which ithad adopted for what 
is called ** preserving i/s purify ;°’ and, when 
Mr. Lens made use of this fad quoted ex- 
pression, it was quite shocking {to perceive 
the irreverent feelings, that appearéd to be 
excited ; though, asT afterwards was given 
to undersiand, that ‘* Honourable Gentle- 
man,” Mr. Hornxer, was not only in court, 
but actually sitting at the bar in a black gown 
and a white wig. * 

The Jupes (Mr. Justice Bailly), who, if 
he ever had any froth or arrogance about 
him, appears to have very wisely left it all 
atthe bar, summed up the evidence in a very 
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| clear and impartial manner. He said, that 4 
there appeared little doubt of there haviy * 
been some such agreement “as that which ms ia 


had been described in the evidence, « ang» 


said he, ‘* gentlemen, it is scandalous and “¢ “— 
ee . 1% ieved.- 
atrocious in itself, that men should ¢s. vt Gl 
“« Jiberately bargain for the purchase and sil. + h 
* of that which the law requires should jg ¥ a 
“« given freely, without reward, or promis pes ¥ ) 
‘* of reward, and which, moreover, the wa Ss 
** swear to give freely, and totally uncon. sare 
“« nected with any pecuniary view ; but, a ? pe bev 
‘* these acts affect society they are to bs ep 
rs ¥ : . nOUIG eS 
‘* considered as still more detestable ; for, and will 
“ if oaths can be thus sported with, it js ae of | 
“* quite impossible that we should derive from will. fo 
‘* moral obligation, any security for property - trial 
‘ or life; and, as to the constitution, if acts # aie 
‘« like these are regarded as harmless, it is, pars 
“* though it has been, and may still be, our BR 
‘* boast, something less, if possible, thana rd push 
“ shadow.” He told the jury, that the bar. ayrey 


gain for giving ten guineas to the overseers te 
was full as unlawful as any other part of the 
agreement, because, it was the duty of per- 
sons appointed overseers to serve that office 
free of reward, or emolument, of any kind, 
or in any shape; that any money given to 
them by Sir Christopher Hawkins, in con- 
sequence of a bargain, such as had been 
described, could be considered in no other 
light than that of a bribe, under which des- 
cription, indeed, came all the promised sums 
of this bargain, or agreement. ‘“ But,” said 
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he, ‘* gentlemen, we must not suffer our lvy 
‘* abhorrence of the crimes charged, to lead Gaweu 
* us away from a due and dispassionate con 

‘ sideration of the question, whether they ond Ti 
‘* have, by the evidence that we have heart, AWKINS 
‘“ been brought home to the defendants! fore, tf 
‘« And here, gentlemen, you will perceivt, e other 
‘‘ that the only witness, whose evidence ill be ne 
“ makes for the prosecution, is Benjama anation | 
© Moon. Ifyou believe the account whic ere conc 
‘** Moon, in the latter part of his exam d, more 
‘nation, has given of the agreement t¢- the cle 
“* tween Sir Christopher Hawkins and the e list, 
** committee from Penryn, there can ld. T 
« little hesitation in finding these defendavls iristophe 
‘* guilty ; but, it is my duty to point out " bugh, an 
*« you why he is in no case safely to be ale as | 
‘fied on.” He then went on to shew!" BABRAMpc 
prevarications and self-contradictions Unds to 
Moon ; he pointed out how his memory b* dition,” 
came clarified after the pardon had been p!™ ular wa 
duced; and shewed, which, indeed, Rev, 
the obvious fact, that if Moon swore truly avid Vay 
in the latter part of his evidence, he ge er bein, 
falsely in the former part of it; and “oa hich you 
he swore truly in the former, he’swore false'] mn. 

in the latter ; sothat, atany rate, thism™ Before | 
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bald be p 
the jury who was to pronounce that ver- 
t . 


: manifestly shown that he was not to be 
eved.—--The jury gave a verdict of 
‘OT GUILTY, to the perfect satisfaction 
al] who heard the trial ; because, as the 
,jve observed, however well they might be 
tishied, that something unlawful and very 
shonourable had taken place; however 
ong the presumptions might beagainst the 
feudants ; still, it were better that they 
ould escape, than that any man should be 
ind guilty upon the uncorroborated evi- 
nce of such a witness as Moon. Here 
will, for the present, take my leave of 
is trial, with observing, that, to all the 
1 nUMerous Causes Of impunity to bribers 
¢ -orruptors, may be added this, which 
»ows to be peculiar to them, that, when 
rd pushed, they frequently derive security 
om the infamy of their friends. 
Iam, 
Gentlemen, 
Your faithful, and most obedient servant, 
Wma. Consett. 





LETTER IT. 
20 THE INDEPENDENT ELECTORS 


OF THE 
TY AND LIBERTIES OF WESTMINSTER. 


lvy Bridge, Devon, Aug. 24, 1808. 
GENTLEMEN, | 
In the case, to which the 
ond Trial related, Sir CurisToPHER 
AWKINS, Baronet was also, as I stated 
lore, the principal party. There were 
re other defendants, and, in this case, it 
ili be necessary, with a view to a clear ex- 
ination of the transactions, in which they 
‘re concerned, to give you all their names, 
1, moreover, it is right that the example 
the clergyman whom you will find upon 
list, should not be, hidden from the 
rid, The defendants were, then, . Sir 
‘istopher Hawkins, Recorder of the Bo- 
ugh, and whom we are now to contem- 
ite ‘a8 the patron of the Borough of 
RAMPOUR D (for there appears to be no 
rok to this gentleman's ‘+ laudable am- 
a as Mr, Lens calls it, in this par- 
war way), William Symons, the Mayor, 
: Bry George Moore, John Crogyon, 
oho reoe, and George Hoyte, the four 
bich ing Capital Burgesses, a diguity of 
“ you’ will have hereafier a clearer no- 


Before I came te the particular acts, of 


son whose evidence alone a verdict of guilty | . 
-gnounced, had, in the presence | should be informed of the circumstances, 


} 
} 
| 
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| Borough. 
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which these persons stood charged, you 


which led to the commission of those acts. 

For about twenty years, preceding the 
summer of 1806, Sir Christopher had en- 
joyed the uninterrupted patronage of the 
It appears that, at the election, 
which immediately followed the Wute pis- 
SOLUTION, atthe time just mentioned, Sir 


| Christopher took one seat for himself, and 


placed in the other a Mr, Fawcett, then, I 
believe, lately returned from Hindostan, 
that country so famous for breeding mem- 
bers of parliament; that, from some cause 
or other, the electors of Grampound. were 
not satisfied with the demeanour of their 
new member, who failed, I believe, in dis- 
covering, after the election was over, a 
sufficient degree of that ‘ /audable bene- 
‘** volence,” of which Mr. Lens gave us a 
rather imperfect description ; that the elec- 
tors, or a majority of them, after having 
waited a reasonable time, complained to 
Faweett of this his conduct ; that Fawcett as- 
sured them, and convineed them, that the 
fault was not his; that he, considering Sir 
Christopher to be not only generally the 
more experienced person, but, in this 
special instance, much better acquainted 
with the usages of the Borough, as well as 
with the individual merits and claims of the 


| voters, had delegated to him the full power 











A 


of acting on his part; that the dissatisfied 
electors represented this to Sir Christopher ; 
that he, not then foreseeing that another 
election was likely so soon to take place (nor 
during his life, perhaps, for he appears to be 
wearly seventy years of age), gave them 
but a very unsatisfactory answer, consisting 
of mere words, which are wind; that, how- 
ever, it happened, unfortunately for Sir 
Christopher, that there very soon after arose 
a strong probability of Sir Christopher's own 
seat becuming vacant at Grampound in con- 
sequence of the transactions at Penryn, of 
which, transactions you have already been 
made acquainted; that, upon the dawn of 
this probability, the dissatisfied electors of 
Grampound (who were a decided majority) 
conceived the idea of withdrawing their Bo- 
rough from the patronage of Sir Christo- 

pher, and, as you heard at the time, did 

actually offer, in case the expected vacancy 
should take place, to elect Sir Francis Bur- 

dett, or any gentleman whom he might re- 

commend to their choice ; that Sir Francis 

declined the offer for himself, but recom- 

mended to them, upon the presumption 

that they meant to act upon principles quite 

disinterested, to elect the HONOURABLE An- 

DREW COCHRANE JOHNSTONE, @ gen 
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man whom he regarded as having been most 
cruelly oppressed, and whom he was anxious 
to see in a situation, where he would be able 
to do something, at least, towards protect- 
ing others from similar oppression ; that, 
before the proceedings necessary to produce 
the vacancy of Sir Christopher's seat, upon 
the Penryn charges, could be gone through, 
came the No-Poprrry dissolution, in April 
1807, which, of course, gave the electors of 
Grampound an opportunity of choosing two 
new members instead of one, and of com- 
pletely ousting Sir Christopher from his pa- 
tronage of the Borough; that now Mr. 
Cochrane Johnstone with his brother Mr. 
George Augustus Cochrane, went down, 
and offered themselves as candidates, in op- 
position to one Williams, a London banker, 
and Alexander Baring, an American mer- 
chant, standing upon Sir Christopher's in- 
terest, and, by a very large majority were 
elected ; that Williams and Baring petition- 
ed against ihe return, and that the election 
was, on the Oth of March last, declared to 
bevoid; thaton the 17th of the same month, 
another election took piace, when (Mr. 
Gochrane Johnstone being abroad) Capt. 
Holmes stood in his place, along with Mr. 
George Augustus Cochrane, who (against 
the same Williams and a Mr. Teed, a Navy, 
agent and banker at Plymouth) were elected 
by a majority of thirteen, they having twen- 
fy-seven votes against fourteen on the side of 
Sir Christopher's candidates; that the May- 
or, however, who was one of those. who 
were satisned with Sir Christopher's patron- 


age, strack off, under various pretences, as | 


many votes at it was necessary to strike off,, 
in order to leave Sir Christopher's members 
@ majority of one vote; that Cochrane and 
Holmes petitioned against this return; and 
that, in a very short time afterwards, they 
were, by the decision of a committee of the 
House of Commons, placed in the seats, 
which had been, in consequence of the un- 
justifiable return of the Mayor, filled, for 
a few weeks, by Williams and Teed. 

Now, Gentlemen, we come to the 
transactions which formed the subject of 
the trial,’ on the 20th instant, at Bod- 
min, and which took place in pursuance 
of a criminal information, filed in and 
issuing from, the Court of King's Bench, 
against the defendauis. You have seen, 
that Sir Christopher had Jost the Borough ; 
that he had lost the majority, but that he 
had not lost a/l tlie voters. -There were 
still some, and those the leading ones, in 
his interest, who, for reasons quite suffi- 
cient in all probability, were satisfied with 
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the autumn of 1807, to add, if possibj, 
to the number of Sir Christopher's voter, 
before auother election, from whateree 
cause, should take place. It was in yaig 
attempted to draw over the voters of th, 
Cochranes, who, by what means, I do not 
observe me well, pretend to say, had x. 
tached their majority firmly to their interes. 
This mode of adding to Sir Christopher's 
voters appearing to be hopeless, anoihe 
was attempted, namely, that of increasing 
the numter of voters in the Borough, taking 
care that the increase should consist whuliy 


| of persons who would vote for Sir Christo. 


pher, or candidates set ap by him. Ap ip. 
crease was actually made accordingly, and, 
it was of the crime of ‘‘ Conspiracy and nis. 
‘© demeanour,” committed in the making 
of this increase, that the defendants sivod 
charged. 

I regret the going into further preliminary 
matter, but, Gentlemen, in order to arrive 
at a clear and correct conception of the acts 
charged against the defendants, it is necess- 
ry that you follow me through a descriptidn 
of the “ constitution” of a Cornish Bo- 
rough; which, for reasons that you wil 
not find it dificult to discover, is not COnsie 
dered less ‘* glorious"’ by the electors of 
Grampound, than another constitution {in 
its present practice) is, by Mr. Serjeant Lens 
and the people at Whitehall. The body 
corporate of Grampound consists of a Le 
corder, who has no vote at elections; of @ 
Mayor, wha has a vote; of cight Capital 
Burgesses, who have votes; of an indefinite 
numler of free-men, each of whom hasa 
vote. Now, the number of free-men bei 
indefinite, you will, at once, see, that ibe 
power of making new free-men is, as 


| electioneering purposes (and, indeed, thos 
_ appear to be the only practical purposes for 





which the corporation exists) of the greaiest 
importance; for, if the “Recorder, or ihe 
Mayor, or any of the few, could make free 
men at their pleasure, it is very evident, 
that they would, by one means or anoint, 
always get as many votes as they wanted : 
keep down such of the free-men as shoul 
be opposed. to them. Therefore, in ordet 
to insure to the free-men the means of se! 
protection, in-this respect, the f llowits 
rules have been adopted, and have, !t 4 
pears, been in usage from time immemr 
It was proved, that itis only at two " 
periods in each year that new free-me? rs 
be legally made; that thesetwo periods are 
or near (a circumstance of no impor 


Easterand Michaelmas; that oponthe a 
| sions there are other matters to transact, r 
him asa patron. The object was, then, in } hat it is not a sary con 
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the meeting of the corporate body that 


any free-men at all should be made, which 
ou will easily perceive to be the fact, from 


the small number of voters now in the Bo- 


rough ; : 
courts-leets, or law-courts, at which the 


'Mayor presides, assisted by the eight capital 
Burgesses, who are sworn to be of good coun- 
cil (cood lord !) with the Mayor; by the Re- 
corder ; and by the Town Clerk, whom! 
shall have the honour, and no smail one you 
will findit to be, of introducing to you anon ; 
that, the court being thus assembled, on the 


Kdays fixed, as before-mentioned, the Mayor 


chooses two of the Burgegses, who, when 
so chosen, are called Elizors, to be fore- 
manof ajury; that, the Elizors then choose 
auumber not less than ten, from amongst 
the freemen, who, together with the two 
Eivzors form a jury, which jury, having 


Mirse taken an oath in the form of a Grand- 


Juryoath. retire to the chapel (the parish 
church being at a distance) and draw upa 
pressntment, which they sign, and then de- 
liver it to the court; that, in this presentment, 
they may, if they see fit, include the no- 


Bxuinziion of new free-meén, which free men, 


so presented, acquire, at the distance of a 
year aud a day fromthat time, the right of 
voling for members of Parliament. 

In these rules, Gentlemen, you will see 
that the 
higher egainst the lower order in the Bo- 
rouyh, and you will now see how this -check 
was vot rid of. ‘There were ‘found to be, at 
the Jast Michaelmas court (the time when 
the acts charged against the defendants were 
committed) but seven free-men in favour of 
Sr Christopher Hawkins. It was, there- 


Hore, if the ancient custom was adhered to, 


Impossible to procure the making of new 


piree-men in his favoar ; becavse, at the 


very least, it required, for that purpose, ten 
free men in his favour. The 19th of Octo- 
ler, isthe day fixed for the holding of the 
autumnal court. Previous to this day, va 
nous means are stated to have been made use 
of, in order to bring over the requisite num- 
ber of free-inen ; but, these means having 
lured, the court, ina few minutes after it 
was assembled, adjourned, without any 
cause alledged, to the 26th of October ; and 
this, the charge stated, was for the purpose 
of bringing over free-men, in the mean 
— by the means of bribery and corrap- 
ene The 26th arrived, however, with- 
wal © expected success 5 now, therefore, 
a ast resource, it was determined to make 
Pa jory which should be wanting’ in the 


accustomed tion of free-men, which | 
m they thus executed, "The | Grampound, upon whose advice, a8 he hiea- 
Gieuades bf ME SE. Fe ; 
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e existed 2 complete check upon the | 
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Mayor named two Elizors, in the usual way, 
one was David Varcoe and the other’ George 
Hoyte, and these two, instead of choosing 
tenor more FRE&-MEN to be their co-jurors, 
chose the seven free-men in the interest of 
Sir Christopher Hawkins, and four cariTaL 
BURGESSFS one of whom, by-the-bye, was a 
reverend Wu. En warp Divvon, and another 
of them, a person in his dotage. This jury, as 
might be expected, presented some persons 
to be new free-men. There were six of 


_ them, I believe, but the exact namber is 


immaterial. The free-men, who were in 
the interest of the Cochranes, presented a 
protest against this proceeding; the facts 
were afterwards stated, by athdavit, to the 
Court of King’s Bench, and upon those afhi- 
davits, a criminal information was issued, 
upon which information the defendants were 
put upon their trial, at the time and place 
above-mentioned, before Mr. Justice Bailly 
and a common jury ; and I will now proceed 
to lay before you the evidence given in sup- 


|, port of the charge, 


The first witness that was called, aftera 
Mr. Hunt from London, who produced 


| certain documents containing proof of the 
| existence of (he Borough, was a person whe 
| could speak as to some customs thereof, and 
| also as to some rather unimportant circum- 
| stances relating to the assembling and adjoins 


of the court-leet, on the 19th of October. 
And here, Gentiemen, I am forcibly tempt- 
ed intoa digression, which, though it will 


| extenda letter, that already threatens to be 


of an immoderate length, will, 1 am satis- 
fied, give youa clearer insight, as to the po- 
litical state of the county of Cornwall, then 
you will be able to obtain from any of, or all, 
the publications, at this day extant. When 
this person's name was called, the sudden di- 
rection of all eyes towards the spot whence 
his answer- issued, together with the com- 
plaisant, and I wish truth would not let me 
add, the obsequious, look of but too many 
at the bar, made me conclude, that the per- 
son, about to be examined, was a ford, at 
the very least, and I could not help think- 
ing to myself, that it was a good deal better 
to be a lord in Cornwall than in St. James’s 
street. But, Gentlemen, guess, if you can, 
at my astonishment, when, upon the ter- 
mination of the evidence of this man, to be 
known to whom some of,the advocates, on 
both sides, seemed to be proud, I looked up 
behind me (to the side of the judge where he 
was standing) and perceived an attorney, of 
the name of Cooper, with a bundle of smoky 
papers in his hand, tied round with a bit of 
pack-thread! This was the Town-Clerk of 
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self stated the court-leet of the 19th of Octo- 
ber wasadjourned, and whoattendedas town- 


clark, on the 26th of October. There was | 


tery little to excite interest in the con- 
duct of this man, at Grampound ; nor did 
his evidence seem to be very important ; 
but, what the devil entitled him to the privi- 
lege of giving his evidence from the side of 
the bench where the Judge was sitting! I 
pat this question to one of the counsellors, 
who, after having taken a mioment as it were 
to reflect upon the probable cause, told me 
that Coode was the under-sheriff this year. 
Not satisfied with this, however, I applied, 
for further explanation, to a neighbour on 
my left, who, at first, answered me witha 
© hush, hush, hush,” raising his eyes slowly 
towards Coode, and, at last, fixing them 
upon him, in a look, expressive of that 
veneration and awe, which, through the 
windows of the print-shop in Pall-Mail, 
you see so admirably blended in the repre- 
sentation of Anecarp kneeling before the 
Crucifix. In short, not to waste my and 
your time in minute descriptions, I found, 
that this man's name was Edward Coode, 
the partner of another attorney of the name 
of Charles Rashleigh; that these men, as 
attornies, have the giving of, perhaps, 


three or four hundred fees in a year; that | 


Rashleigh is Receiver-General of the county, 
and Clerk of the general meetings of the 
Deputy Lieutenants, that is to say, in fact, 
the representative of the Lord Lieutenant; 
that Coode is Deputy Clerk of the Peace for 
the county, Treasurer of the county, Town 
Clerk of the Boroughs ef Grampound, St. 
Michael, and Tregony; that Coode is, al- 


most every other year (the law prohibiting | 
his being so every year), under-sheriff of | 


the county, in which years, you know, the 
law forbids him to be an attorney, and, of 
course, you know, he casts his capacity of 
attorney for those years, taking it up again 
at the end of each year; that Coode is, 
besides, a banker; that, together, or sepa- 
rately, these men are agents, in one way or 
another, for two thirds of all those who 
have influence in the county ; that Rashleigh, 
whose interest pat Gxecor, the late county 
member, in, has now put in his own 
nephew in Gregor’s stead; that such, and so 
generally known and acknowledged, is” the 
extent of their power, that the common 
people, who are backward neither in per- 
ceiving nor ridiculing the degradation of the 
higher orders, call these men, one King 
Charles and the other King Edward. — 
Well might my poor friend Abelard cry 
“* hush”! Well might an ignorant crowd 


stare with admiration! But, that the be 
should look obsequious! That there should 








be met with, amongst gentlemen by profes. 
sion, and, what is more, men of req 
great talents, a rivalship in this the most 
degrading sort of auggery, is a reflection 
at which the mind sickens with disgust, 

The next witness called was Epwagp 
Hoare.—Sir Christopher asked him on the 
19th of October, if he would be upon the 
jury ; he answered that he was very willing; 
Sir C. said that he wanted to bring in a fey 
friends ; the witness told him he would yote 
for any of his friends ; Sir C. told him that 
he would get nothing from the Cochranes ; 
witness answered that he expected nothing ; 
was then told by it C. that, if he would go 
into the jury, for the purpose of voting in 
free-men, he would always be a friend to. 
him ; this was about half an hour before the 
court met, 

Witt1amM Goyen said, that, about two 
or three days before the court met, on thelgth 
of October, the Mayor's son came for him 
and Restarick ; they went to the Mayor's 
house ; Sir C. was there, and the Rev. Mr, 
Dillon was there ; Sir C. asked him to be on 
the jury, to bring in such and such men, 
the six that were proposed ; he answered 
that he would not, and that he thought there 
was no necessity of bringing in any freemen 
at that court; Sir C. said, that, if he would 
not, he could get ten of the party to bring 


| in half the town, if he wished it ; answei- 


ed that he thought he could not get one; Sit 
C. mentioned names; attended the court on 
the 19th; remembers that several freemes 
were present ready to go upon the jury; 
Restarick was not present at the conversa 
tion between him and Sir Christopher. 
Joun Brown said, that all the defendants 
(naming them) were present, when the 
court was adjourned, on the 1gth ; Charles 
Varcos (one of the Capital Burgesses put 
upon the jury) was so feeble as to be unable 
to walk alone ; Varcoe did nat appear 
hear his name when it was called ; Varcoes 
son touched his father, when his name w2s 
called, and said, ‘* you must say, here, fa 
‘ ther;" Varcoe, when sworn (by Mr. 
Coode) appeared to be in a torpid senseless 
state ; Varcoe was told when he was to kiss 
the book; says, that, in Jan. 1807, he 
heard John Croggon and Symons (who 
was Mayor when this transaction took place) 
say, that, at a former election, Varcoe w% 
in a state of dotage, and did not know 
what he said ; has at different times, before 
October, 1807, heard the Rey. Georg? 
Moore say, that there could not be loge 
ly put upon a. jury any more thao 
capital burgesses ; and that all, except t¥ 
must be free-men, | soe, 
Franeis Baown corroborates the ¢ 
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eof John Brown with respect to the 
rants mbecillity of Varcoe ; he saw 


Anfage and i mt ” 
x he saw Sir Christopher can; 


Varcoe SWOTA ; 


Pyinip Luxe said, that, between the 
olding of the two coarts, the ev. George 
foore came to him, desired bim and his 
ife to go to his house, and asked them “if 
ey would rather live well, or hard; he 
snswered, that, to be sure, he would rather 
ive well ; the reverend George Moore said 
e would give him a line to carry to Sir 


hristopher at Trewithen ; told the reverend | 
of second childhood. 


foore that he would not accept of it, and 
hat he would not deceive his party for a 


thousand pounds ; the reverend Moore told 


jim to go and consider of it ; here they 
varied. -—~ Being cross-examined, he said, 
at, onthe igth, the Cochrane party met, 


ind that a paper was drawn up about who 


ould go to the court and who sheuld stay 
way; that the old men were to stay away ; 
because the old men had not strength to 
ary upon the jury ; it was understood that 
bo presentments of freemen were to be 
made: it was so agreed to ; they went to 
he court according to this agreement ; 


believes that the object was to tire out the 
| pound above a year; never remembersany Ca- 


ther jurymen ; at Goyen’s, on the 26th, it 
as, from first to last, agreed, that no pre- 
ntments of new free-men should be made; 
ey confined their resolution tothe present- 
g of free-men. 
Axx Luxe corroborates the evidence of 
ber husband as far as relates to the offers of 
e reverend Moore, and adds, that she was 


lent to communicate, and did communicate, 


othat very reverend gentleman, her hus- 
band’s rejection of the offer. 

Isaac Warts says, that Vareoe did not 
now his own relations ; his victuals were 
ut for him, as for a child; om the 26th 
arcoe told Watts that he did not know 
‘ho was presented ; between the 1gth and 
th of October, heard the Rev. Mr. Dillon 
ty, while the free-men were huzzaing in the 


Mreets, “ We will have some of them one way 


“OF one way’; « yes,” said Symons, the 
Mayor, ‘‘ for all their noise, we will do | 
for them ;" Croggon said, “ they talk of 
_ Power, but, next week, we will let them 
‘ee, whether we have any power or not.” 
>ymons said, he could put off the court for 
‘ce months longer if he liked, and, that 
! *y would do for their twenty-seven before _ 
‘next week was over; Sir Christopher, 
: Was present at this time, said, ‘‘ mark 
those men who are now houzzaing ;” Sir 
; Said, ** mind so and so, they shall repent 
of it.” Witness saw George 
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cause him to be presented (witness not bein 
a free man) and that he and Varcoe were t® 
be upon the jury. Between the two courts, 
George Hoyte told the witness, that Sir 
Christopher and the magistrates (meaning 
the Capital Burgesses) were going to meet 
that evening, being the 24th of October, to 
settle upon who should be presented, and 
that, if he liked it, he should be one of the 
new free-men. 

James Cook corroborates the evidence in 
proof of Varcoe’s do:age; says that, for 
two years before, the old man was in a state 


Francis Brown says, that, between the 
two courts, he heard Symons and Jjvha 
Croggon, talk about the court; both said, 
that they would make a presentment of new 
freé-men next court, whether right or wrong. 

Joun Brown said, that Siccombe, one 
of the new freemen presented, was pot am 


| inhabitant of the Borough at the time ; he 


never had a house in the place; his father, 
indeed, lived at Grampound ; he was there 
only a few days before the 20th; was there 
merely to see his friends. 

Joseru Devonsuire, who is above sixty 
years of age, has never lived out of Gram- 


pital Burgesses, except the two Elizors, being 
upon a jury of the Borough; has talked 
upon the subject, with many old men, now 
dead, and never heard them say that any 
such thing was. 

The evidence for the prosecution, which, 
from first to last, was given in a manner to 
excite, inthe mind of no one that heard it, 
the smallest doubt of its truth, imposed a 
task upon serjeant Lens (who was in this 
case, the defender of Sir Christopher) 
which he did not appear to think lightly of. 
As he had a very animated speech of ser- 
jeant Pell toaswer, and had no evidence to 
produce, against that which every man must 
believe, he bent his endeavours towards per- 
suading the jury, that the offence was of a 
trifling nature, and the punishment, if the 
defenders were found guilty, would be 
terribly severe. In these endeavours, which 
were well calculated for the jury, to whom 
he was addressing himself, he was success- 
ful, notwishstanding the charge of the 
Judge, who, after avery mioute and fair 
review of all the circumstances of the case, 
and of all the facts that were established by 
evidence, at theend of a trial that lasted 
seven hours, told the jury, that the conduct 
of Sir Christopher and the other defendants, 
in adjourning the court, in the manner in 
which they did ; that Mr. Moore's offer to 


? 


Luke and his wife; that the offer of Hoyte 
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to make Watts a freeman upon the under- | ment of the feelings naturally arising from 


stood condition of the voting for Sir Chris- 
topher ; that Sir Christopher's asking Goyen 
to be upon the jury, for the avowed pur- 
pose of bringing tn such persons as sheuld 
be pointed out to him; that all this was 
very mean and dishonourable, and not less 


unlawful, because, as each jurymwan was Co | 


be sworn, when he went into the jury, all 
these several endeavours were made for the 
evident parpose of causing men to act con- 
trary to their oaths solemnly taken, endea- 
yours upon which it was hardly possible to 
bestow reprobation sufficiently — severe. 
«© The point,” concluded he, ‘f upon which 
“ your verdict mast turn is, however, is this; 
« whether the court of the 19th was ad- 


** journed with good or an evt/ intention. 


« If you are of opinion, thatthe adjourne | 


“* ment Was made from the persuasion that 
«a fair aid impartial jury could not be 


‘* formed at that time, and that, to secure | 


«© the laudable ends, for which the court 
** was, or ought to have been holden, it 


** was necessary to adjourn it, you will, of | 
** course acquit the defendants; but, if | 


‘€ you are convinced, that the adjournment 


** was made for the purpose of obtaining 


** time to bring some of the freemen over 
ee 
** answer the self-interested views of 
Sir Christopher and the other cefen- 


< 


to you, that a verdict of guilty must be 
the result of your deliberations.” ——Ten 
minutes, or a quarter of an hour's whisper- 
ing together; on the part of the jury, pre- 
pared the audience for what was to follow, 
it being quite impossible, that, as to opinion 
upon the matter, there should be the hesi- 
tation of a moment, They told the Judge, 
that they could not agree. He repeated: 
*« Tf you are convinced, gentlemen, that 
‘€ the adjournment of the Jgth was made, 
*€ not for any laudable purpose, but for the 
** purpose of bringing over, by promises, 
or otherwise, any. number of free-men 
to be put upon the jury, in order to make 
such a presentment as would be likely to 
add to the number of free-men in Sir 
Christopher's interest, it appears quite 
clear tome, that you ought to find the 
defendants guilty.” They turned 
vound again, and, having literally laid their 
heads together for about five minutes, pro- 
nounced a verdict of NOT GUILTY; up- 
on which, at eleven o'clock at night, a very 
numerous and respectable audience dispers- 
ed, leaving Sir Christopher Hawkins, who 
was, all the while, standing behind’the peo- 


ce 


ee 
ee 


ef 


to make such a presentment as would | 


dants, then Iam sure I nced not observe | 











an acquittal so pronounced, 

To apply the knowledge derived from 
these details, ‘to objects of a. more general 
nature, shall be the task of some future day 
For the present, Gentlemen, I shall contex, 
myself with having made a record of transzo, 
tions, so necessary to be well and universal. 
ly known ;.and shall console .myself with 
the hope, that the day is not very distant, 
when, adopting your principles and imitating 
your conduct, the whole of the people of 
fagland, may raise their voice for thet 
Parity of Ejection, without which, as the 
Judge observed upon these trials, our boast. 
ed constitution is, if possible, something 
Jess than a shadow. 

IT remain, Gentlemen, 
Your faithful, and most obedient Servant, 
Wa. Cossert, 





Duke or YorK.—Quveuves. 

Sir ;—1! beg leave to recommend to your 
notice, the following Order issued lately by 
his royal highness the commander in-chiet, 
as [ think it highly deserving of being traus- 
mitted to posterity, in your valuable record 
of official docaments. I think it unnecessary 
to make any obseivations on this Order, a3 
unquaiified approbation, mingled with strong 
feelings of admiration, isthe only sentiment 
which can possibly be excited by it. Iti 
truly pleasant to find men high ‘n ofice, 
occupied with matters of real importance: 
And it cannot fail to give satisfaction ta 
every patriotic mind, to observe that the 
fire, kindled by the leaders of the Spanish 
revolution, has lighted up a correspondent 
flame in the sympathetic bosom, of at, least, 
one of the great leaders of this generous 
nation ; and that the impediments to cordial 
co-operation, on our part, are now about 
to be removed.—I am, Sir, yours, &c. 
D. M. 
Genera! Order, Horse-Guards, July 2° 

1808. ; 

«© The commander-in-chief directs it ' 
‘be notified, that in consequence of the 
** state of préparation for immediate Ss 
‘ vice in which the whole army is at this 
«€ present moment held; his majesty 
“« been graciously pleased to dispense W'" 
*« the nse of queues, until farther ordets. 
‘‘ —His royal highness desires the ae 
** manding officers of the regiments “! 
** take care that the men’s hair is cut close 
** to their necks, in the neatest and most 
“ unifotm manner, and that their hea 
*‘ are kept perfectly clean, by combing, 
** brushing, and frequently washing the™; 


plc in the gallery, to an ‘anenvied enjuy- | “* for the latter essezitial purpose, “ 
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. majesty’s pleasure that a smali sponge 
i shall hereafter be added to each man's 
regimental necessaries. —By order of his 
roval highness the commander-in-chiet. 
_(Sivned). Harry Catvert, daju- 
tant-general.” 





CORN AGAINST SUGAR. 
Sir,—la taking upthe gaundet you have 


| hrown [, perhaps, may only prove my own 


weikness, and then be classed in your nu- 
erous list of vanquished knights of the 
quill. However, I will, withstanding 
ail alarm poise my weak weapon, since the 
; Your 
sentiments. are clearly expressed; but, the 
assertions and arguments of some of your op- 


Bpouents coincide so ill with their proofs and 


conclusions, I confess, I am at a loss to dis- 
cover whether they intended to advocate the 
At all> events, 
their contention against the prohibition of 
the useof grain in the distilleries, when they 
admitted the existence of a partial scarcity, 
was ridiculous enongh ; and betrayed more 
avarice than patriotism. I allude principally, 
to your cotemporary journalists and to the 
petiioners. J cannot, however, assent to 
the propriety of all your remarks on the 
question. In your Jast number, you exult- 
ingly ask ‘* what will the barley growers say 
now ? since the bill passed it has continued 
to advance, whilst oats have risen one third,” 
ihis, Sir, isowing te the demand for both 
these articles in the North, where the partial 
karcity exists; to the short crop of last 


year and to the shutting of the Dutch ports. 


Jn your former numbers, you have argued 
i favour of the continuance ‘of. the bill, 
Whatever nay be the situation of the coun- 
ty; whether excluded from intercourse 
(0 the continent, or possessing the fruits 
‘an abundant harvest; and on this point 
We differ, 
I deem ita bad one, since it. destroys the 
Migazine which the distilleries afford ; -thus 
rendering us more dependent on the segsons 
Dd ou foreign supply ; it is, assuredly, as 
portant to become independent of both 
Uiese as of commerce. That this country 
'’ produced corn enough for its own con- 
tae _ had considerable quantities to 
re ‘ay be proved by many authorities. 
“Ul take one which will shew, that when 
Mele nai encouragement he will 
a NP di sayes of the nation, Ander- 
iy of, al ys, states ‘‘ the average quan- 
mona between 1710 and 1750 
iva to 20,970 qrs. annually; the quan- 

Potted to 665,435 rs. ; so that the 


As a meagure of general policy 
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balance in our fayour amounted to 644,459 
qrs. During this period, it will be obyerv- 
ed, wheat could not be imported tl) the 
price amonted to 53s, 4d. and not even then 
under a duty of 10s. if above that price and 
not exceeding 80s: the duty 5s. But, mark 


ss Aten d 


the difference, in 1757 the corn laws were 
altered and 49s. was fixed as the import 
price, atid the duty Od. per qr.; immedi 
ately the exportation began to decrease and, 
on the average of years, between 1773 and 
1793, the importation exceeded the expor- 
tation by 430,157 ars. In 1775 the imports 
exceeded the exports by 072.400 qrs,; ma- 
king a difference’ in the nuantity of corn 
produced in the years 1750 and 1775-0 
no Jess than 2,679,859 qrs This de- 
ficiency, amounting to about one eight 
part of our cousumption, cannot be attri- 
buted to any change of seasons; but to Vie 
aforementioned alterations tn the corn laws, 
Precisely in the same manner will the inter- 
diction of the use of grain in the distillertes 
operate; by abstracting a portion of de 
mand, equal to their consumption, ‘and thus 
reduce the price and the quantities produced, 
This, however, wooid not be of such ime 
portance, were no other consideration in- 
volved; for, the supply would soon pro- 
portion itself to the demand, aud the farmer 
would receive just the same profit. But, 
when we refiect on the misery of depen- 
dence. it becomes a matter of serious Cone 
cern ; and I do contend that the distilleries, 
by consuming annually 470,000 qrs , may 
be considered as a provisional depot, con- 
taining that quantity, and which may be 
served out when necessity requires. Yet, 
we are told by those who would have the 
measure adopted uniformly, that this is a 


_ trifling consideration compared with the dis- 


tressed situation of the West India pranters 


_ and you have recommended that each article 


should be brought to the still loaded with the 
same duties and run the race fairly. A 
little consideration will shew the fallacy cf 
such reasouing. Mr. Spence. has clearly 
proved in his pamphlet, entitled, ** the Ra- 
dical Cause of the Distresses of the West 
India planters,” that, by a combination 
of circumstances, there are 140,000 hogs- 
heads of sugar produced, annually, more 
than there is a demand for, either at home 
or ubroad !—the committee estimate the 


consumption by the distilieries at 30,000 
' hogsheads and Mr. Bosanquet admits that 


Kinds of: grain imported into. 


| 


this new demand would. not raise the price 
suffcicotly. This sort of relief, to be sure, 
would be more potent than the late order of 
the ‘oughty Dunkirk herorespeeting pig tails 
and the use of flour, in the event of famine, 
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but its effects would be very insignificant. 
Why, Mr. Cobbett, should the West India 
planters be relieved at the expense of a 
much more valuable portion of the commu- 
nity? Icansee no reason. You have re- 
peatedly stated agriculture to be the only 
source of wealth ; therefore, is it not ma- 
nifestly undermining its basis to sopport the 
unwieldly fabric in the manner you have 


recommended ? The question, Sir, ap- 
ars to bethis; shall we have dear corn 





and independence, or cheap corn and depen- 
dence? The former is the most desirable 
situation ; and I would suggest means to ob- 
tain it but for the fear of their giving the 
Jand owner a pretext to advance his rents ; 
which would soon reduce us to our present 
state. I would, therefore, urge the pro- 
priety of distilling from grain; and, if pos- 
sible, increase the quantity so consumed by 
laying an additional duty on the importation 
of foreign spirits. Your correspondent, Mr. 
Young, has recommended a general enclo- 
sure; but this, I agree with you in thinking, 
would not remedy the evil of dependence. 
During the reign of George II. this country 
annually exported an immense quantity of 
grain ; and since the accession of his present 
majesty, notwithstanding there have been 
upwards of 1500 acts of parliament by 
which more than 3,000,000 of acres are in- 
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August 13, 1808.—Six—I have the honou 
herewith to transmit a copy of my letien 
to vice-admiral Sir James Saumarez, relative 
to the escape and embarkation of great part 


| of the Spanish army serving in this part of 


Europe : an event produced as well by tig 
honour, patriotism, and talents of its dis. 
tinguished chief, as by the assistance apd 
protection which I was directed by their 
lordships’ orders to aftord it. If the weather 
proves moderate I hope to disembark the 
greater part on the island of Langeland this 
day, where we have already a post of 2500 
men. I have the honour to be, &e, 
(Signed) R. G. Keats. 

Superb, off Sproe, in the Great Belt, 
August 11, 1808.—Sirx—lI have the honour 
and satisfaction to inform you, that by an 
immediate and zealous pursuit of the mez. 
sures recommended in the duplicate of in- 
structions received by the Musquito on the 
5th instant, his excellency the Marquis de 
la Romana, and nearly 6000 of the Spanish 
troops under his command, were embarked 
this morning at Nyborg, which place he 
‘took possession of on the Oth.—By a combi- 
nation of the same plan, more than 1000 
have joined us this morning, by sea, from 
Jutland, and another thousand are thrown 
into Langeland, to strengthen the post held 
by the Spanish forces in that island, where it 





closed, we uniformly import immense 
quantities, This wonderful change can only | 
be attributed to the increase of luxury and to | 
the extended demand for the produce of 
pasture: which have induced the farmer to 
transfer his capital to the more profitable 
employment. <A general enclosure, I do not 
believe ever would take place unless the im- 
port price of wheat were considerably ad- 
vanced. <A deal of waste land will not at 
the present price pay for the labor and ex- 
pense of cultivation, It is for those more 
deeply read in the science of political econo- 
my to consider, whether such an inter- 
ference of the legislature would prove most 
beneficial to the proprietor or to the public 
at large.—I am,—Sir,— With great respect, 
Your's, X,Y. Derby, 4. dug. 1808. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Spanisu Revotution.— (Continued from p. 
315 )—Escare or THe Spanisn Army 
SERVING IN THE BaLtic.—From the Lon- 
don Gaxelte Extraordinary. 

Admiralty Office, August 23, 1808.— 
Dispatches, of which the following are 
ly have been this day received at this 

» from rear admiral Keats, addressed 
to the hon. Wm. Wellesley Pole: | 








is proposed to land the remainder the moment 
circumstances of weather will permit of our 
moving. The arrival of the Spanish officer 
in the Edgar, on the 5th, of whose spirited 
escape to the squadron you were informed 
by captain Graves, greatly facilitated out 
means of communication.—No doubt could 
be entertained of ‘the honour and patriotism 
of soldiers, who, indignant at the propose! 
of deserting their allegiance, though sur 
rounded by hostile battalions, planted theif 
colours in the centre ofa circle they formed, 
and swore on their knees to be faithful to 
their country. All were equally anxious 0 
returning toit. But one regiment in Jute 
land was too distant, and too critically situa 
ted to effect its escape: and two in Zealand, 
after having fired on the French genet 
Frision, who commanded them, and kill 
one of his aid-de-camps, have been «is 
armed.—Some untoward circumstances b* 
ving occasioned ‘suspicion, and made a pr 
mature execution of the plan necessary, 
wind and current being adverse, I left 
Superb on the Sth, and went in my 

to the Brunswick, off Nyborg, aud ‘*° 
hours after my flag was hoisted. On thé 
Qth the general took possession of the tow" 
—Although the Danish garrison yielded © 


circumstances, an armed brig of eighices 
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0) 
a8 the Fama, and a cutter, the Salorman, 
; oored across the harbour near 

e town, rejected all remonstrance on the 
art of the Danes, and every offer of secu- 


ity made by the general and myself. The 


seduction of these vessels being absolutely 


necessary, and the Spanish general unwilling 
act hostilely against Denmark, such smail 
essels and boats as could be collected were 


bot under the command of capt. M‘ Namara, 


of the Edgar, who attacked and took them. 
9 this occasion J have to lament the loss of 
eutenant Harvey, an officer of much 
merit, of the Superb, and two seamen 
‘ounded ; the enemy had seven killed and 


thirteen wounded. should have noticed 


hat the Spaniards, irritated at the opposi- 
ion their friends who came to their support 


inet with, departed in some measure from 
he general's intention, and fired some shot 


t them before they struck.—Expedition 
ing deemed of the greatest importance, I 
ifted my flag to the Hound in the harbour ; 
nd as neither of the 3 ships of the line, 
rom circumstances of the weather, could 
e brought near in, 57 sloops or doggers, 
ound in the port, were fitted by the sea- 
en, into which great part of the artillery, 
aggage, and stores, were embarked that 
ight and the following day, and removed 
) the point of Slypsharn, four miles from 
\yborg, where the army was embarked 
ifely,and without opposition, this morn- 
ig, notwithstanding the very unfavourable 
ate of the weather, and they are now 
oder the protection of his majesty’s ships 
the anchorage off the Island of Sproe.— 
ome sacrifices of horses and stores were 
onceived necessary by the general ; and as 
considered it right, under. the peculiar 
(cumstances, to enter into the yiews and 
ishes of the marquis de la Romana, every 
woidable act of hostility was rigidly 
stained from, for I did not consider it any 
D bring away the brig and cutter that re- 
cted our offer of security, and I forcibly 
pposed our entrance into the port; and I 
‘0 undertook to liberate the vessels em- 
“yed as transports, provided no interruption 
’s made by any to the peaceable embark- 
on of our friends.—I should be unjust 
) the meritorious exertions of the officers 
ane employed on this short but 
suing service, if I neglected to represent 
“t Merits on this occasion to you ; capt. 
Ne S services were required afloat ; capt. 
tr amata, of the Edgar, undertook the 
ae the transports, with the em- 
ett OF the stores ; the embarkation of 

‘oops was made under the direction of 
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Lockyer, of the Hound; capt. Smith, of 
the Devastation, and capt. James, of the 
Kite, were indefatigable in their exertions 
in the various duties I assigned them. Many 
circumstances having combined to make an 
attack on the rear probable, great precaution 
was necessary. — Such guns as could be 
brought against us were spiked, and the 
embarkation was covered and most effec- 
tually protected by the Minx gun-brig and 
the two prizes, and by the very judicious 
disposition of the gun-boats, under the 
command of capt. May, of the royal artil- 
lery, who volunteered, and whose services 
on this and other occasions were highly use- 
ful—It is not easy to express the joy and 
satisfaction felt by every class of the army 
at this event; and no circumstance, I 
believe, could have afforded more real plea- 
sure tous all, One, the regiment of Za- 
mora, madea march of 18 Danish miles ia 
21 hours.—I tragsmit. herewith for your 
further information, copies of such letters 
as I deemed it requisite to address to his 
Exc. the Marq. de la Romana and the gover- 
nor of Nyborg on this occasion. The replies 
to the former were verbal, through a confi- 
dential officer, and the latter were made 
personally.—I have the honour to be, &c, 
(Signed) R.G. Kears —Vice admiral Sir 
James Saumarez, &c &c. &ce. 

Note,—Since this letter was concluded, 
we entertain some hopes that part of the 
regiment in Jutland, we thought lost, has 
escaped to the post at Langeland, by the 
western channel. 

Superl, off Langeland, August 5, 1808. 
—Sixs—I have the honour to inform you, 
that I have received from my government 
the most positive instructions to endeavour 
to communicate with the Spanish officers 
commanding the troops of that nation in the 
vicinity of my command, and to concert 
with them measures to secure their retreat 
from any place of embarkation which they 
may possess, and for placing them in a 
state of security until transports for their 
reception can be provided to convey them to 
Spain, for which, as well as the necessary 
provisions, measures have already been ta- 
ken, and indeed of the arrival of them I 
am in hourly expectation. Until that period 
shall arrive, they are welcome to share in 
the accommodation and provisions of the 
ships under my command, but as that might 
not afford ample means at present, although 
I am in expectation of the commander in 
chief, I would suggest, under the pressure 
of circumstances, the remoyal of the troops 
to some of the islands in the Belt for their 


M. Jackson, of the Superb, aud capt. perfect security.—But as a measure of this 
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magnitude tothe interests of the Spanish | 
nation would necessarily require a concerted 
plan, lest by attention to partial interests the 
general one might suifer, 1 request ap unre 
served andconfidential communication, either 
to the ships oft Nyborg that stationed ot! 
Langeland, or any of his Britannic imajesty’s 
ships inthe Beli, and through the bearer of 
this, or by any other means. I propos 
sending on Sunday, unless I should ecarli 
receive some person on board, a fiig of 
truce, under some pretext, to the Spioish 
post at Spoysberg, and if this should be 
safely received, l-wish, in token of tt,-a 
smal! guard might parade in some conspi- 
cnous siWwation at noon to-morrow, near the 
English ship at anchor or under sail near 
Spoysverg.—In my present sitaation it is 
impossible, ardently as I euter into the views 
of my government and the Spanish naiion, 
to attempt to Jay down any fixed plan. My) 
services, and those of every Eoglishman 
noder my command, are devoted to th: 
cause; but before measures cai be adopted, 
we must cominunicate, agree on, and com- 
bine, as faras it may be possible, the inter- 
ests.of the Spanish troops in Jutland and 
Zealand with those in Funen and Langeland. 
I shall keep a ship for some days off Spoys- 
berg; andevery ship under my command 
Will be on the look-out and receive any boats 
that may approach them. I have the bonour 
to be, &c. (Signed) R. G. Keats.—To the 
officers of his most catholic majesty's troops. 
Superl, off Langeland, August 7, 1808. 
—Sir, understanding from the Spanish ofh- 
cer that the accompanying paper * is the 
true state and situation of the Spanish troops 
in Denmark and its dependencies, the fol- 
lowing, according to the various circum- 
stances that present themselves to my view, 
appears to form a plan that promises the fair- 
est prospect of success to insure their secu- 
rity and ultimate embarkation :—Those in 
Zealand I would propose to force their way 
to the Peninsula, of which Halskon, near 
Corsoir, forms the projecting point towards 
Sproe,—That isthmus appears capable of 
being defended, or at Jeast seems to afford 
the means of defence for a few days, till I 
could remove them to the island of Sproe. 
—Those at Frederisca, by seizing on vessels, 
might possibly force an embarkation, and 
unite with those on Funen, which might 
perhaps be favoured by some movements of 
the troops at Odense.-—Separate, on united 
with those in Jutland, I apprehend those in 
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Funen could secure themselves in the Presqu ( 
Isle (peninsula) which terminates near the - 
island of Romsoe, of which the pass neg x 
Kurteminde appears to form the Gores, and Vou. " 
I could, if necessary, remove them to Rog. — ——— 
soe; it would greatly facilitate the Necessary 

naval operations, and might euable met £353]— 
send a ship of the line towards Frederisca ty , 
favour the troops in Jutland, if those jp wii 
Langelaud should be theugnt in security on | 13 
that island ; if they should, the other troops though, 
might be landed atJeisure on that island, and ’ 7 W 
the whole embarked from thence: but jf or 
the troops at present there are incapable of om pe 
maintaining themselves at that place, in -s . 
ihat case [ must leave a ship of the line and arg : 
a sloop, whica could, at almost any time, paths 
receive them on board, and convey them to aha ‘i 


any other place that might be approved of, 
till transports could be procured for their 
reception.—My means, (three ships of the 
line and half a dozen small vessels at most,) 
are noi, perhaps, sufficient to embrace all 
these objects at once ; but the zeal and ex 
ertion of the officers and ships’ companies 
would greatly diminish the difficulties, and 
i should be much aided im lendiug assistance 
to ihe troops at Frederisea, if, as [ have be 
fore said, those iu Langeland should be com 
sidered capavle of maintaining that post 
without any immediate support. I aa 
aware some sacrifices of horses, and perhaps 
cannon, might be necessary, and we must 
be prepared to encounter: even unforseets 
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difficulties; naval arrangements and moves | fe 
ments are ever dependent, in some degree, eof wi 
on weather; but I should hope to surmovst oqaial ¢ 
them all. It would, of course, be right Iho eee 
drive in cattle, and take whatever provision omething 
might be practicable with the troops, 3 * ety wri 


would not only save our present supply 
which, the victuallers not having at this mo 
ment arrived, is rather scanty for the Spt 
nish army, but would put me at ease 00 thi 
score, provided any unavoidable delay should 
intervene, and prevent my sending supplis 
to them on shore.—In my present uninfora 
ed state I am not in a situation to judge how 
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far it might be in the power of, or 4 bere 
preferable by the Spanish commander, ° BABBer the 4; 
seize on Nyborg. It would secure the!" BA 7.) © 
tivity of the gun-boats in that port. be THE O; 
such a measure might possibly involve Hiciy 
safety of the troops in Zealand and. Jat amphlet 
5 noatieiy, the Danes to act hostilely, — se and ri 
otherwise they might be disposed tow!” t me stat 
or make no et hens efforts to impede, 7 Rin.) 
quiet removal of the Spanish Woops: — BRP? of ap 
(To becontinued)>- | aut of th 
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